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IN the course of their visits to Birchington the Carsons had
happened on an aneient neglected country house which stood
among a ruckle of garden walls and farm buildings sheltered by
a clump of beeches just under the almost imperceptible ridge .of
the Isle of Thanet* The better part of the mansion had been built
in the reign of Queen Anne and was a very nice example of the
genial architecture of that time; the smaller range of buildings
alongside was much older, its russet roofs sunken in furrows and,
like Falstalf, u blasted with antiquity/7 This old pile of rose-red
brick had so pleasant an appearance that the Carsons fell in love
with and in the end bought it, and Lady Carson, ingenious in
such matters, made it bloom again in all its ordered beauty,
Inside the house was well designed and richly panelled; outside
was a generous stretch of garden and field, and, beyond, the
wheatfields, very fine in the Isle of Thanet, sloped a little down-
wards towards the sea. Before harvest, when they grew tawny
like the skin of a lion, there were few prospects more beautiful to
Carson's eye than those spacious cornlands with the sun setting
behind them and in front a laughing sea dotted with the brown
sails of barges, It was a transaction of the autumn of 1920 and,
from that time on, Carson spent many serene autumnal days on
the lawns and among the roses of Cleve Court.
For ten years, however, he still spent his working terms at his
town house in Eaton Place, and there and in the Isle of Thanet
nothing pleased him better than to sit with old friends over a
cup of tea on the lawn or a glass of port at the dinner-table,
As time went on, his interventions in public life became rare;
feat he could never resist an invitation to Ulster, as for example
went to Belfast in November 1982, when the Prince of